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5.4. Broad and narrow transcription 
 
Another distinction should be made in this context. We have talked in a previous 

chapter about various ways of representing the sounds of a language in writing and we 
loosely called them phonetic transcriptions. What we actually represent by a system as 
that designed by the IPA are the phonemes of a given language and it is more appropriate 
to call this a phonemic transcription, usually rendered between slashes. The term broad 
transcription is also used, to show that it tends o ignore the details and represent classes 
of sounds rather than sounds proper. By contrast, a transcription that aims to faithfully 
render the allophonic variants of the phonemes and provide as much information as 
possible about the sounds that actually occur in a given context will be called a narrow, 
or phonetic transcription. Such a transcription is conventionally put in square brackets [ 
]. Since for reasons of economy, but often quite confusingly, the same graphic symbol is 
used for both the phoneme and its allophonic variants, various diacritics or additional 
symbols can be used to make the difference. For instance, while the phoneme /p/ is 
represented by the letter p, its aspirated allophone will be rendered by the same symbol 
followed by a small h: ph, while the unaspirated one by p-. The symbol that we chose to 
represent the phoneme will always be the one representing its most widespread 
allophone. This accounts for the fact that the unaspirated rather than the aspirated 
allophone of /p/ is represented by its graphic symbol. Similarly, English vowel phonemes 
will be represented by the symbols of their oral and not their nasal allophones, etc.   

 

Bebeto
Individual sounds and classes of sounds. The phoneme and itscontrastive function

Bebeto
Allophones. Complementary distribution and free variation

Bebeto
The phonological idiosyncrasy of linguistic systems

Bebeto
Segmental and suprasegmental phonemes

Bebeto
From the minimal unit of linguistic analysis to the bundle ofdistinctive features

Bebeto
Jakobson and Halle’s feature system

Bebeto
Chomsky and Halle’s distinctive features

Bebeto
Ladefoged’s feature system

Bebeto
The use of features for segmental specification and for thedescription of phonological processes


